The genus Menisporopsis S. Hughes is characterized by synnematous conidiomata around a central seta, phialidic conidiogenous cells and falcate to lunate 0-to 1-septate conidia with terminal setulae. Currently, nine species are included in the genus. In the course of investigating conidial fungi associated with decaying plant material in the semi--arid region of Brazil, we identified five 
Introduction
The genus Menisporopsis S. Hughes was first introduced with the description of the species Menisporopsis theobromae S. Hughes, which was isolated from decaying leaves of Theobroma cacao L. (Malvaceae) in Ghana (Hughes 1952 ). This genus is characterized by synnematous conidiomata that surround a central, simple, dark brown seta, phialidic conidiogenous cells and lunate to falcate 0-to 1-septate conidia with terminal setulae.
Although only nine species of Menisporopsis are currently recognized, a total of ten species have been described for the genus (Seifert et al. 2011) . Menisporopsis ludoviciana (J.L. Crane & Schokn.) P.M. Kirk & B. Sutton, proposed from Chaetopsina ludoviciana J.L. Crane & Schokn. (Kirk & Sutton 1985) , exhibits a branched seta and bacilliform conidia without terminal setulae, thus differing from the nine other species of the genus. Castañeda Ruiz et al. (1997) proposed placing this species within the genus Vermiculariopsiella Bender. Tsui et al. (1999) and Castañeda provided keys to Menisporopsis that excluded M. ludoviciana. The majority of the Menisporopsis species were originally described as occurring on decaying leaves, except for M. multisetulata K.M. Tsui, Goh, K.D. Hyde & Hodgkiss, which was collected from submerged decomposing wood in China (Tsui et al. 1999) . The genus Menisporopsis is distributed in pantropical areas (Seifert et al. 2011) (Rao & de Hoog 1986; Siboe et al. 1999; Tsui et al. 1999; Castañeda Ruiz et al. 2001; Matsushima 2003) . Matsushima (2003) first described the teleomorph of the genus Menisporopsis. The new genus, Menisporopascus Matsush., was introduced with Menisporopascus kobensis and was later placed in Sordariomycetidae incertae sedis by Lumbsch & Huhndorf (2007) . Based on preliminary studies, Menisporopsis was included in a clade within Chaetosphaeriaceae, which also includes representatives of the genera Codinaea Maire, Codinaeopsis Morgan-Jones, Dictyochaetopsis Aramb. & Cabello, Menispora Pers., and Thozetella Kuntze (Réblová et al. 2006; Réblová & Seifert 2008) . We find it interesting that all of those genera possess phialidic conidiogenous cells and allantoid to falcate conidia with terminal setulae.
Studies using cell extracts of Menisporopsis theobromae have resulted in the isolation of menisporopsin A, a compound with antimalarial and antimicrobial properties (Chinworrungsee et al. 2004) . Other M. theobromae isolates have been tested, and eight bioactive compounds have been identified (Chinworrungsee et al. 2006) .
The aim of the present study was to provide descriptions, comments, details of geographic distributions, and illustrations for all Menisporopsis species associated with plant litter in the semi-arid region of Brazil. We also provide a dichotomous key to the recognized species within the genus.
Material and methods
During several expeditions carried out between 2004 and 2006 in the Serra da Jibóia Mountain Range (12°51'S; 39°28'W), we collected specimens of the genus Menisporopsis from a fragment of Atlantic Forest within the vegetation formation known as caatinga (shrublands, hereafter Caatinga Biome), in the municipality of Santa Terezinha, located in the state of Bahia, Brazil. Plant litter samples were placed in separate paper bags and taken to the laboratory. Samples were washed as described by Castañeda Ruiz (2005) , after which they were placed in Petri dishes and incubated for 30 days, in moist chambers at 25°C, within polystyrene containers (150-L capacity), together with 500 ml of sterile water plus 2 ml of glycerol. The samples were scanned in stereoscopic microscope at regular intervals. Reproductive structures of fungi were removed and mounted in resin composed of polyvinyl alcohol, lactic acid, and phenol. Slides were deposited in Herbarium of Universidade Estadual de Feira de Santana (HUEFS). Notes: Menisporopsis kobensis and its teleomorph, Menisporopascus kobensis Matsush., were described on fragments of a decaying dicotyledonous plant in Kobe, Japan (Matsushima 2003) . The species differs from Menisporopsis theobromae by having larger conidia (Tab. 1). The morphological characteristics of the studied specimens are consistent with the description provided by Matsushima (2003) , although the setae and conidia are shorter than those reported in the original study. This constitutes the second record of this species for the world and the first for Brazil. Known distribution: Australia (Matsushima 1989) , Brazil ), Costa Rica (Mercado-Sierra et al. 1997a , Cuba (Delgado-Rodriguez et al. 2002) , Ecuador (Matsushima 1993) , Japan (Matsushima 1975) , Mexico (Arias et al. 2010) , Nepal (BCCM/MUCL fungi & yeasts catalogue 2013), New Zealand (Hughes & Kendrick 1968) , Kenya (IMI database 2013), Taiwan (Matsushima 1980) and Venezuela ). (Varghese & Rao 1978) . In this species, the setulae can be found in varying numbers and positions (Mouchacca 1990; Cabello et al. 1993; Castañeda Ruiz et al. 1997) , however in this specimen examined were found two setulae at each end. In Brazil, the species was described for the first time from the state of São Paulo, on leaves of Miconia cabussu Hoehne (Gusmão et al. 2001) . Specimen examined: BRAZIL. Bahia: Santa Terezinha, on decaying petioles of an unidentified dicotyledonous plant, 07/IV/2005, A.C.R. Cruz (HUEFS 97971).
Menisporopsis pirozynskii
Known distribution: Argentina (Cabello et al. 1993) , Brazil (Gusmão et al. 2001) , Brunei (Whitton et al. 2012) , Caledonia (Mouchacca 1990) , Congo (BCCM/MUCL fungi & yeasts catalogue 2013), Cuba (Castañeda Ruiz et al. 1997) , India (Varghese & Rao 1978) , Malaysia (Matsushima & Matsushima 1996) , Mexico (Begerow et al. 2000) , Nigeria , and Thailand (Somrithipol et al. 2000) . 
Menisporopsis profusa

